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PAKI STAN VAN GHARGED WTH FALSELY TELLING THE FBI THAT
AL QAEDA WAS PLANN NG ATTACK ON HOLLAND AND LI NOGLN TUNNELS

JAMES B. COVEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, KEVIN P. DONOVAN, the Assistant
Director in Charge of the New York Ofice of the FBI, and RAYMOND
W KELLY, the Comm ssioner of the New York City Police Departnment
(“NYPD’), announced that KHURAM S. YOUSI FZAI was charged today in
a crimnal Conplaint with nmaking fal se statenments and
representations to FBI agents on June 21, 2003, to the effect
that he had information that a terrorist group associated with Al
Qaeda was planning to attack the Holland and Lincoln Tunnel s
within the next 72 hours.

According to the Conplaint filed today in Manhattan
federal court, YOUSI FZAI called 911 on several occasions at
approximately 5:00 a.m on June 21, 2003. He allegedly arranged
to neet with NYPD officers, and was | ater interviewed by nenbers
of the Joint Terrorism Task Force (“JTTF”), which is conprised

of , anong others, agents fromthe FBI and detectives fromthe



NYPD. During his debriefings with nenbers of the JTTF, YQOUSI FZAI
falsely stated that he had been contacted by an old friend from
Paki st an, whom he identified as “Mhanmed Sohail-Ai”, or “Ai”,
according to the Conplaint. According to YOUSIFZAI, “Ali” and 11
associ ates, all Arab nen, canme to YOUSI FZAl’' s apartnent buil di ng
and went to the roof of the building to attend a party. There,
YOUSI FZAI claimed that “Ali” told himthe details of a plot to
attack the Lincoln and Holland Tunnels with expl osi ve-1| aden
vehicles, and invited himto participate in the attack. “Ai”
purportedly told YOUSI FZAI that the attack was going to take

pl ace within 72 hours.

YOUSI FZAI further told the nenbers of the JTTF that
“Ali” and his associates were taking part in a “jihad” -- or holy
war -- against America, and that they were nenbers of a Pakistan
group that YQOUSI FZAI cl ai ned was associated with Al Qaeda,
according to the Conplaint. YOUSIFZAI allegedly indicated that
he was supposed to provide “Ali” a final answer regarding his
participation in the attack at a neeting on Saturday, June 21,
2003 at 5:30 p.m, in a mdtown Manhattan restaurant.

According to the Conpl aint, when YOUSI FZAI was taken to
the location for the neeting, he attenpted to flee through the
bat hr oom wi ndow of the restaurant. YOUSIFZAI |ater allegedly
admtted that he had concocted the entire story regarding “Ali”

and the immnent terrorist attack. YOUSIFZAI admtted that he



had been high on cocai ne, and had been drinking and using
marij uana, and had wanted to be a “big man” and an “FBI agent,”
as charged in the Conplaint. Menbers of the JTTF al so
i nterviewed several w tnesses, who contradicted key portions of
YOUSI FZAl’' s story, according to the Conpl aint.

YOUSI FZAI, 23, resides in Manhattan.

YOUSI FZAl is schedul ed to be presented on the Conplaint
before United States Magistrate Judge THECDORE H. KATZ | ater
t oday.

| f convicted, he faces a maxi num sentence of five years
in prison and a fine of $250,000 fine or twice the gross gain or
| oss resulting fromthe of fense.

M. COMEY praised the efforts of the Joint Terrorism
Task Force in this case.

Assi stant United States Attorney JONATHAN S. KOLODNER

is in charge of the prosecution.
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